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Group anthology & portfolio 
created by marginalized 

women. We focuse on the 
cultural, feminine point of 

view.

The suggested topics below are some areas to focus on, but don’t 
limit yourself. Explore the theme of Communication in a way that 
works for you:

-Informative and historical essays on African American Vernacular. 
The style, grammar and etymology of AAVE
-Our appearances speak - History and stories told through style and 
fashion. The importance of religious and cultural clothing.
-Otherworldly conversations - Prayer as a form of communication
-Translation - Multilingualism & forced assimilation, the systemic 
erasure of ethnic languages
-Body language - It’s both a call and response to everything in our 
orbit. Self-image, body politics, disabilities & ableism
-Love languages - Conversations about sexuality & relationships
-Mental health explained - Communicating our needsTo
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We accept essays, interviews, 
poetry, photography, art and 
illustration submissions from 
creatives of all experience 
levels. Our mission is to 
support marginalized women 
in life and in their pursuit of 
an artistic career; we accept 
submissions from everyone 
but they take priority.

While we prefer to have 
first rights, we’ll consider 
submissions for work that has 
already been published on a 
case by case basis.

Must be your original work. 
Artist and writers will be 
compensated for their work. 
Protest Magazine does not 
request rights to work but 
a license for reproduction 
and distribution. For more 
information on this process, 
email 
submitpromag@gmail.com

Heads Up

We use words to communicate but it’s not the only way to 
convey a message. Everybody talks! Seriously, our bodies tell 
stories. We speak through appearances, physical movements, 
and sign languages. Conversations happen within us on a 
cellular level- an inevitable component of survival. We speak 
through prayer, music, and art, too. Even animals and beings 
found in nature talk to one another. 

Issue #2 is all about communication and education, here we 
can dissect anything from our personal love languages to the 
complexity of African American Vernacular, how personal style 
is translated to the rest of the world or even prayer as a form 
of conversation.Co
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Feature: All around the world humans use language to 
share thoughts and ideas. Language is just one conduit for 
information but critical nonetheless. It’s also an element of our 
identity; our culture and heritage are direct influences on the 
languages we speak. To erase the language connected to one 
culture is to erase the identity of people within that culture.

A great example of this is AAVE (African American Vernacular 
English,) a language often disregarded as slang or broken 
English by many. What skeptics fail to realize is AAVE is a 
fully functional language with grammar rules, semantics, and 
phonology. A slow shift has begun, though. We’ve seen a 
growing number of linguists and the general public advocate 
for AAVE as a valid language. 

Teachers and principals at schools like Lucy Laney Elementary, 
for example, focus on translation instead of incorrectness. 
AAVE-speaking students aren’t taught their language, and 
subsequently their culture and identity, is wrong. Instead their 
dialect is embraced and teachers look for ways to integrate 
the language into the curriculum. And like the teachers of Lucy 
Laney, we want to embrace the validity and complexity of Black 
Am erican English in issue two.
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Our ancestors shared information with one another for survival 
and to keep up traditions and for religious purposes- this 
was done through word of mouth, art and/or transcript. Our 
ancestors believed it was their responsibility to inform members 
of their community. And they were right. In present day, we still 
follow the tradition of relaying information to our people, but 
this survival tool has expanded with the swell of the internet. 

In fact a subculture of modern journalism has emerged with 
the help of our social media accounts. Unintentional reporters 
can be found scattered throughout our following and followers 
lists on Facebook and Twitter. They gave us real time updates 
during historical moments like the protests at Ferguson and 
the Women’s March. Our friends list is filled with community 
journalists, their occasional thread of tweets function as social 
commentary and short history lessons.

Big-name media publications shouldn’t reign the direction 
of journalism. Stories pushed by those in power are typically 
chosen based on it’s potential to build capital. With a motive 
like this, the exclusion and bias we see in journalism is 
perpetuated and only those in power reap the benefits, not 
the audience it’s meant to serve. And, to no one’s surprise, 
important stories go untold. 
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Appearances have been 
used as a tool to both 
unite and distinguish 
people for centuries. The 
clothing we wear helps 
to affirm our place within 
society and tell the story 
of ourselves internally. 
Religious and cultural 
apparel have historical 
relevance of the groups 
it belongs to. In this way, 
our clothing tells a story.

We start every conversation 
with our appearance, not with 
a verbal or signaled greeting. 
Our looks speak before we 
get the chance to verbalize a 
message.

As our identities evolve and 
grow, our looks will do the 
same- we’d like to read about 
the evolution of your personal 
style as it relates to your 
personal growth.
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The act of prayer is 
a ritual shared by 
people around the 
world, it’s believed to 
produce powerful and 
divine results through 
faith, conviction, and 
repetition. It’s performed 
with the intent to 
manipulate what is- it’s an 
invocation of whichever 
system we believe in. 
Some call this magic. Any 
way you look at it, prayers 
are the conversations 
we have with intangible 
beings and otherworldly 
energy. 

Pray & Tell

Looks Tell Stories
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